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The Multi-Ethnic Culture of the Dene 


8. Han, Nahanni, 
Secanais, A-Bha- 
to-dine 

9. Chipewyan 

10. Sa-Arcix Tsa-cu 


(Beaver) 


11. Apache 16 small 


tribes of the Pacific 


Coast 
Na-Dene Tribes 


1. Tlingit (Oirad) 


2. Tonga 


ae) 


Chilkat 


4. Kaganai 


wn 


Nusch-Kitan 


6. Kaschki-Ketan 
(Kara-Schkidetan) 


~ 


. Atna (Crow's 
People) 


8. Haida (Koualasche) 


Kiiliichiir 


Hsi-Hsia Han River Setona Bulungir River — 
all in the Sa-cu region 


Hsi-Hsia Ordos North Shensi 


Hsi-Hsia Sa-cu (Tun-houang) 


Southern Tarim Khotan Na-fo-po Lou-lan 
Sil-gu 


North of the Gobi Vurks of the Tongra River 
and Lake Baikal area 


North of the Gobi Tongra Rivet 
North of the Gobi Chilka River Tatar 
North of the Gobi Chilka River Tatar 


North of the Gobi Jurchen and Khitan tribe 
from the area Manchuria to the Amur 


Central Asia Qara-Khitan Empire West of the 
the Yellow River 


Manchuria and the Amur Jurchin & 
Khitan 


Lake Baikal Bargoute tribe Debris of the 
aristocracy of a number of Turkish tribes 


a title used by all Na-Dene tribes to commemorate 


their high rank. It is the Turkish Kiiliichiir used by the early 
Turks for men of the highest rank. Jt has the sound of Kolosh. 
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to be transcriptions from sound of Kitan. or Khitan. The Nusch-Ki ‘tan 
appear to have been a small group of mixed Jurchen- Khitan ancestry.-°> 
Kashki, Kashi, Ho-hsi, means West of the River. Kaschki-Kit’an means 
Khitan West of the Yellow River.7°° Krause’s interpretation supports that 
of Veniaminoff. Kara is the Turkish word, black, and Schkidetan appears 
to be a German transcription of Khitan, that is, Kara-Schkidetan maul 
Black Khitan, the name of the Khitan, who, in 1124 A.D., established the 


vast Qara-Khita 2 © we i 
vast O hitan 2 he v 0 River, in Central 


e€ Queen Charlotte Islands called them- 
selves -olos their case. Koualasche appears to have 
been their trib version of the Chinese 
nickname - In 1200 
A.D.. Koualasche were said to be of the Bargoute tribes. They are thought 
to have been remnants of the higher eschelons of Northern Turkish tribes 
decimated by conflicts that followed the deStruction of Northern Turkish 
Empires.~”’ Haida is a variation of the Chinese Hei-ta-ta, Hei-ta, Hai-da - 
Black Tatar. Those tribes gave the Chinese t the sound d. In the very 
mixed population of Central Asia, both t and d could appear. ¢.g.. Tik 
Dik: Tu-k*ue, Du-k'ue; Oirat Oirad: Merkit Mergid: Ta-ta, Da-da.7°* 
fugitive ancestors of the Na-Dene Tlingit and 


Haida were not of the lower strata of their society, but people of the 


highest ranks wh mmand the means of esca ce, All Na-Dene 


ag have attempted to give an explanation of this name, but the Rus- 
e , . . 74 . x 7 
sian, eniaminoff, concluded that it was a name the Na-Dene used for 
themselves. History records the brutal subjugation of the Oirad tribes 
and the Tatar of the Chilka River by Genghis Khan, 1198-1216 A.D. Iris 
well known that men who have power usually have the best chance of 
escape from a victorious enemy. Among the Turks, men of the highest 
rank were called Kiiliichiir.77! T 


285 Bretschneider. E., Mi 2 7 é 
ace ider, iediaeval Researches. Vol. 1, pp. 75. 158, 234: Wittfogel & Féng. History...Liao, pp. 
286 Bretschneider. E.. Mediaeval Researches, Vol. | iF 
i” . Wol. 1, p. 185; Martin, H.D., The Ri f 4 2. 102 
Cordier. H.. Notes & Addenda...p. 5S — 


There are a great many secondary tribal names for the Tlingit and 
Haida, but there appears to be no record in European languages of those 
of the Northern Turks. E.H. Parker, whose subject was the Early Turks, 
did not examine names he considered to be of little importance. If some 
other Western scholar has written of those names, his work has not come 
to the attention of this writer. However that may be, the Tlingit and 
Haida fugitives were Northern Turks, ethnically related to the Dene 
through the Uighurs, though, according to the implication of Dene tradi- 
tion, Turco-Uighur was submerged in the Sino-Tibetan-influenced lan- 
guages of the Tarim kingdoms. These are the circumstances that led H.J. 
Pinnow to conclude that there is no insuperable objection to the theory of 
a genetic relationship between Na-Dene and Dene languages. 

The Atna, whom the Chipewyan, in the 18th century, called the 
Chin of the Copper River, and whom the Loucheux, in the latter half of 
the 19th century called the Tchin-Kittane (Jurchid-Khitan). were consid- 
ered by anthropologists of the early 20th century to be Na-Dene. Today. 
anthropologists believe them to be Athapaskan. This is a change arising 
from a natural uncertainty. 

Since Crow’s Company was of jurchin and Khitan origin, they 
were related to the Dene through the Uighur relationship to the Khitan. 
and the inclusion of the Uighur kingdom of Turfan in the Qara-Khitan 
Empire 1124-1218 A.D. They had, however, a closer relationship to the 
Na-Dene because both were of the Turco-Tungus tribes known as Altaics. 
No doubt, when they arrived in the Great Land, circa 1233 A.D.. Crow’s 
Company knew where they belonged ethnically. This is suggested by the 
Dene anxiety to separate from Crow and go their own way. Jurchen ana 
Khitan were not Athabskyan — protected by the Buddha kings of Hsi- 
Hsia. 

Dene and Haida tradition tell us that Crow’s Company, which 
included the Tlingit and Haida. made friends with an earlier people of the 
Pacific Coast called the Grizzly Bears. Dene tradition tells of the urgent 
wish of the Dene to separate from Crow and move inland, but that Crow 
would not consent until his friendship with the Grizzly Bears was firmly 
cemented. The reason is clear. The number of Dene migrants was far in 
excess of the numbers of Na-Dene. For security in the strange, unknown, 
new land, Crow had to be certain of greater strength. This was supplied 


t2 


479 


The Migration from Chung-Hsing to the Great Land ¢i233 A.D 


On the Queen Charlotte Islands lives a Na-Dene tribe considered 
oy Europeans to de distinctive among the coastal tibes. Whether this 
perceived quality is due to their ancestral inheritance or to their relative 
isolation, or both, is a matter of speculation. These are the Haida, and 
their unique quality is not implicit in that name. 

The Dene of the lower McKenzie River spoke of the Haida to 
Father Petitot as Tah-rah. "With ao r sound in Chinese. Tatar was 
voiced as Ta-ta. In the days of Genghis Khan, the Turco-Mongol version 
was Da-da.''* At that time the Chinese spoke or ail peopie north or the 


Gobi as Hei-ta-ta, Hei-ta - Black Tatar."° Since the Northern nomads 


ised the sound d for ¢, Hei-ta was Hei-da, Heida. which Europeans have 


transcribed as Haida. The meaning is Black Tatar, Unervilized Barbari- 


ins. 


{t would appear that the Dene used this name for the peopie of the 
Queen Chariottes, and that from them, it passed into European usage. As 


1 people whose ancestors were Centrai Asians, Dene views for many 
centuries in Asia had been shaped by Chinese attitudes cowards the no- 
nadic tribes north.or the.Gobi 


The Haida called thems: Koualasche, the French torm of 


sh. It may be that they were 


yf one of the three tribes of 


Zut territory near 


Bargoutes who lived adjacent to Khirghiz ana 


he mouth of the Selenga River if this was the actual cribal name of 
he Haida, then the reason for their special piace in the perception of 
Europeans may be implicit in that name. 

\jl Na-Dene tribes spoke or themse 


s as Koualasche, Kolosh. 


Many explanations have been given for the origin of this name. But. when 
1e had considered them ail, the Russian, Veniaminoff. concluded that it 
aot the Russians who had invented the name, but that it was one used 
oy the natives for themseives s 

According to the earliest notices on the Turks. Xiliichiir was their 
uighest officiai rank. © With the suppression of the Kiilii 


Turkish r, Kiiliichir 
ipproximates the sound of Koualasche. or Kolosh. If the Haida are indeed 
iescended from the Koualasche tribe of the Bargoute, they were close 


Petitot, E., Monograph...3rymner trans. p. £6. 

Wei Kwei Sun, The Seere the Mongois, p. 12. 
Martin, H.D., The Rise of Chingis Khan...p. 50. 
D’Ohsson, M., Histoire des Mongots, Vol 


story 


- pp. 424- 425 


The Tlingit Indians, p. 4. 
\ Thousand 


rause, 


ars of the Tartars. p. (3 
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The Migration from Chung-Hsing to the Great Land ¢1233 A.D 


neighbours of the Telengut, and like them, among the Turkish tibes of 
Outer Mongolia subjugated by the Mongols detween 1198-1206 A.D. If 
this is $0, one may surmise that the Haida Koualasche tribe was made up 
of descendants of men of the highest rank who, following the break-up or 


1 other Na-Dene tribes who ca 
carding their tribai names, did so because 


elengut/Tatar compiex. All Na-Dene wibes - Haida, 


Tongra. Tlingit, Tag 
ei-ta, Haida, Koualasche, Koiosh, Kuluchur, descendants 
Turkish tribes who had heid the highest official rank. 

There ure yet two questions. What happened to the ships that were 
guided to this conunent by the Crow, and now were tne Haida and the 
yer islands at some jistance trom the 


in Kaschki-Kitan, Nusch- Kiran, were 


Kaganai able to settle on lar 
and? Haida cradicon teils us that they came to this contnent in 


Dene tradition teils us that Crow's group settied at the mouth of 
Copper River. The ships would last for perhaps several decades and 4s 
ong as the mariners who had brought them o this continent cemuined 
live. the chances are that they used their snips to explore the coastline 


his may be how the Haida and the Kaganai irst saw Prince of Wales and 
Queen Charlotte [siands and considered it advantageous to settle there, 
The Na-Dene brought their own women with them and came into 
this continent as an almost purely Turkish group. Almost immediately, 
similated a native ibé called Grizzly Bears. Over the following 
they added alien blood from earlier comers From the mid eight- 
Europeans have added their strains to 


they 
centuries 
eenth century Russians and oth 
the Na-Dene tribes. 


The Tlagga-Silla 


There remains to be considered. the Tlagga Silla, 1 people at the 
mouth of the Yukon River who are mentioned in the records of nineteenth 
century explorers and traders. No twentieth century writer mentions them. 
Did they die out? Generally, Dene tribes are few in numbers, often num- 
bering a few dozen or less than a hundred. What happened to them? 


a number of Eleuts who were among the fugitive remnants of the army 
who jeft Chung-hsing in July of 1227 A.D., and six years later. as their 
ships put in to the sandy and rocky isles of the Fox Islands, decided to 
remain. It does not seem reasonable to believe that they continued on to 
the mainland and then turned back to inhabit 2 less inviting domain 
However that mav be, they absorbed. or were absorbed by the Painted 
People, but is was their name that sur rived and their name that was giver. 
to the Island Chain, the Aleutians. Europeans of the nineteenth century 
were astonished by the hardy endurance of the Aijeuts, who, oe in the 
cole of Arctic winters, wore no covering on their legs anc feet.” 

Athapaskan: The name, Athabaska, was first heard by traders of 
the Northwest Fur Company at Fort Chipewyan and given to the lake that 
stretched before their trading post. In the Dene dialects and in the Tibetan 
of the Northeast and Hsi-Hsia, b and p were interchangeable. €.g.. in the 
Tibetan suffix. ba. pa. and in the names. Toba. Topa. Banag. Panag. 
Athabaska. Athapaskan. is composed of two Northeast Tibetan words - 
Atha. A- the. 2 noun. and baskan. bskyan. a verb. Atha, A-tha. has the 
Tibetan prefix. 2. also used in the Tarim, followed by tha, the Hsi-Hsia 
word for Buddha: baskan. or bskyan. is 2 Northeast Tibetan verb, mean- 
ing aefend. protect 270 The name means. Protected Dy Buddha. People of 
the Tarim and their kindred in Hsi-Hsie had the habit of unvoicing final 
consonants. In the Tocharian of their ancestors. there was no final n. 
Atha-bskyan, was heard as Atha-bskya. To the European traders. the 
name had the sound Atha-baska. There is no way of knowing whether the 
Chipewyan, circa 1800. still knew the meaning of Atha-bskya(n). If they 
did, then they were telling the traders that their ancestors had been pro- 
tected by Buddha. 


26§ Laufer, B.. Arabic and Chinese Trade in...pp, 1-58: McCracken. E., The Last of the Sea Otters, p. 11. 
266 Thomas, F.W.. Nam....p. 97. 237: Tibetan Documents, Voi. 41. p. 84. 
270 ‘Tbid., pp. 221, 403 


they later rebelled, had been brutally su 


Black. in this context does not refer to colour. but to what the 
Chinese and Central Asians perceived as the low civilization of the 
Northern nomads. To them. the tribes north of the Gobi were Black Tatar. 
uncivilized barbarians, to whom they applied that most derogatory of all 
their epithets. Dogs. 

Tah-tah: This is aname used by the Northern Dene for the Tiingit 
and Haida. It is the Chinese pronunciayon of Tatar, for the Chinese have 


no r sound and voiced Tatar as Ta-ta.-’~ Tatar, or Ta-ta. was @ genera. 
name for nomads north of the Gobi dating from the ninth century.~°~ Ir 
the time of Genghis Khan. the name. Tatar. was used for the Turks of the 


Chilka River. 


of a people. now called Atna. from the Chipewyan and wrote their name 
as Chin.” Around 1865, the Northern Dene, speaking to Father Peutot. 
spoke of the same people as Tchint. Tchint-ottine. Tchin-kittane.” 
Tchint is Tchin. or Chin. with the addition of the archaic Turkish plural. 
177° Ontine is 2 Tibeto-Tarim variation of Dene. It has the Tibetan name 
prefix. 0. also used in the Tarim after the Tibetan occupation, and begins 
with the double t of Tokharian and ends with the genitive e sound. Like 

ene, it means, of the People. Tchint-ottine means, of the Tchin people. 


27) Burrow, T.. Iranian Words in the Kharosthi Documents, p. 782 

272 Martin, H.D.. The Rise of Chingis...p. 50; Petitot, E., Monograph...Brymner trans., pp- 59, 64. 

202 Cordier, H.. Notes & Adaenda..p. 55 

274 McKenzie. Sir A., Voyages...Vol. =. pp. 164, 199 

275 — Petitoi. E.. Monograph .... Brymner trans., D 64 

27€  Gabain, A. von, Alturkische Gremmatil:. para 171-172 - both Land n are rare plural suffixes in old Turkish 
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Tchin, Chin, means Golden. It is the name the Jurchen Emperors gave to 
their North China dynasty, 1124-1235 A.D. The Dene also called this 
tribe Tchin-Kittane, of the Tchin-Khitan, of the Jurchen-Khitan. The 
name means that the Ata are a mixed tribe of Jurchen and Khitan ori- 
gins. After the overthrow of their dynasty by the Jurchen, many Khitan 
served in the new administration. These people appear to be descendants 
of the Jurchen Commander of the Amur post who bore the minor ttle, 
Crow. This is the man whom, the Dene repeat, over and over again, 
“knew the way” to this continent - “only Crow knew the way.” Eighteenth 
century explorers reported that these people carried wooden images of 
Crow, or Raven, and declared that they were descended from Crow.’ At 
that time, they were thought to belong to the Na-Dene group. Today, 
anthropologists include them with the Dene. 


wen: Tlingit were an Oirad tribe for which Telengut was a 
synonym. The latter was the written form; Tlingit is how the name was 
voiced. This was due to the strong Sogdian influence on the Turkish 
language. The Sogdians had the habit of omitting vowels, especially the 


a7 


first vowel.-/8 This Sogdian influence continued on into the period of the 
Uighur Empire, and for several centuries, Uighur writing served as a 
vehicle for the first national literature in the Turkish language.~’* In the 
early centuries of the first millennium, the Telengut were vassals of the 
Western Turks and lived along the Tongra River in fie forests of the 
Khirghiz country. They were known as Forest Peopie.~”’ The Dene called 
them Inhabitants of the Woods. The name is just as appropriate for the 
forests of the Northwest Coast of America as for those of the Khirghiz 
country. With their habit of retaining ancient names, the Dene designa- 
tion for the Tlingit may date back to the time when their ancestors lived 
in the forests of the Khirghiz country. 


Tonga: This is the name of a Tlingit tribe that lived on the islands 


if the Portland Canal on the British Columbia coast. Originally, they 
were a Tlingit tribe of the Tongra River in the Khirghiz country, who 


chose to retain the name, Tongra, of their ancient river valley home. 
Tongra, with the suppression of the Turkish r, has the sound, Tonga. 
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Lessner, E., Siberia, Cradle of Conquerors, p. 468. ; 
Burrow, T., Tokharian Elements in the Kharosthi Documents, p- 671; Miranov & Shirokogoroff, Etymology 


of Shaman, p. 107. ; : ; 
Hamilton, J.R., Les Ouighoures en |’ Epoque des Cing Dynasties, p. 6. 
D’Ohsson, M., Histoire des Mongols, Vol. 1, pp. 424- 425. 
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Chilkat. The Chiikat were counted among the strongest of the 
Tlingit tribes. Although related to the Uighurs and Oirad of the Lake 
Baikal region, they were not of those tribes. They were descended from 
the Tsu-pu who had been replaced on the Orkhon by the Naiman. After 
that event. they retreated far to the northeast along the Chilka River 
where they formed the strongest of the Turdeish groups of Outer Mongolia 
at the beginning of the thirteenth century. In the twelfth century, they 
were a problem to the Jurchen Empire of North China, but they were 
almost annihilated during the Mongol subjugation of the Turkish tribes 
north of the Gobi. In 1205, the Mongols moved to destroy the remainin 
Tatars along the Chilka River.”8? For the few who escaped, the onl 
choice was flight northward along the Chilka River to Jurchen territor 
on the lower Amur. From 1211 A.D., the Jurchen, too, became victims 
Mongol aggression. This movement of Turkish-speaking peoples in 
Southern and Northern Siberia during the Mongol invasions is wel 
known.°> The Chilkat of the mainiand Tlingit are descendants of t 
remnants of five of their clans who, singly, could not form an operati 
ibe. They adopted the name of the Chilka River by adding the Turki 
piural t to Chilka. 

Kaganat: This is the name of a Tlingit tribe inhabiting Prince of 
Wales Isiand. They were of the Kagan clan, the White clan of the Tatar of 
the Chilka River, that is, they were of the aristocratic, ruling clan of the 
Tatar. Apparently more people of this clan escaped destruction by the 


Mongols than did those of the other five Tatar clans. a! 
hat means that to the Chinese and Central 


Asian ancestors of the Dene, they were uncivilized barbarians - that they 
belonged to the nomadic tribes north of the desert. 

Nusch-Ki' tan, Kaschki-Kit-an: The Russian. Veniaminoff, listed 
among the Tlingit, two groups of the Wolf clan, the Nusch-Ki'tan, and 
the Kaschki-Kit’an. Aurel Krause transcribed those names as Nusch-Ke- 
tan and Kara-Schkidetan. That is they were transcribed from sound by a 
Russian and a German scholar.*** 

Nusch is Nuchi, Nu-chih, Nu-chin, a form for the Jurchen who 
succeeded the Khitan as rulers of North China. Ki’tan and Ke-tan appear 


281 Cordier, H., Notes & Addenda...p. 55; Wittfogei & Féng, History...Liao, p. 101. 

282 = Martin, H.D., The Rise of Chingis...Chapters III & IV. 

283. Menges, K.A., The South Siberian Turkic Languages CAJ, pp. 107ff; Lopatin, 1.A., The Cult of the Dead 
among the Natives of the Amur Basin, C.A. Studies, pp. 23ff. 

284 Krause, A., The Tlingit Indians, p. 75. 


